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Character of the accussed and information of 

victims central to case
October 1st, 2010 11:12 am MT

By Brian Mori, Tucson Courts Examiner

Several neighbors testified during the first manslaughter trial of liking Daniel Renteria, 27, who confessed 

to shooting and killing James Marschinke, 49, and Richard Rue, 40, on March 1 of this year.They told 

jurors they believed him to be a good neighbor and caring father. Renteria told police the day after the 

shootings he believed Marschinke and possibly Rue had molested his son and the men "puffed up" on him 

when he approached them at Rue's home the day they died.

“He’s a wonderful dad,” said Ashley Clark, wife and mother to their 3-year old son, outside the courtroom. 

“He did what he had to do.” Clark said she sympathized with Marschinke’s and Rue’s families but not for 

the men themselves, as she believed they were both involved in molesting her son.

"There are no winners here," said Arthur Renteria, the defendant's uncle who watched the entire trial 

along with most of his family. Renteria's attorney, Natasha Wrae, qualified his actions in her opening 

statements as "Just," what she told the jury meant "Fair, reasonable, and right."

Wrae described the amount of fear Renteria had in the days leading up to the shooting that Marschinke 

and Rue, known as close friends in the neighborhood, might kill him, his cousin, and kidnap his son.

An online Arizona Public Records search revealed several misdemeanor charges and one conviction of an 

un-specified “local” misdemeanor charge in Renteria’s name.  Clark and family members attributed 

several of the dismissed cases to fabricated domestic dispute claims by a former girlfriend. None of this 

evidence came into court in August.

Past criminal history is generally considered irrelevant as evidence against a person on trial. 

In chambers following the August hung-jury mistrial, Superior Court Judge Charles Sabalos ordered the 

criminal histories of the victims sealed.

Sabalos had warned Wrae and McGinley earlier in the trial he did not want to see the victim’s reputations 

scrutinized “needlessly.” Like Renteria, Marschinke and Rue had histories of petty charges.

Deputy Pima County Medical Examiner Dr. Cynthia Porterfield confirmed Marschinke had cocaine and 

alcohol in his system the morning he died.
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Sabalos allowed neighbors to give limited testimony of the victims’ reputations and their interactions with 

them. Several described Marschinke and Rue as almost constantly together.Marschinke was hired around 

the neighborhood as a laborer and handyman for odd jobs.

Though the state initially claimed Rue was diminished in mental capacity, examination of witnesses on 

both sides, including Rue’s father and sister, revealed he had successfully completed high school and had 

not been diagnosed as medically or psychologically disabled.

Mr. Rue’s testimony was relatively brief. He described his son as non-violent but not wanting his friends 

inside his home on 25th street. None of the neighbors described being outright afraid of either men, but 

some said they were nuisances and a bit threatening.

“The law doesn’t allow you community service points for killing a nuisance,” McGinley told jurors during 

closings.Kathleen Villa, who lived around the corner from him, recalled for the jury an occasion when she 

called Renteria from work because she believed Marschinke was on top of her roof, alarming her mother.  

She also testified she told Renteria she saw Marschinke emerge from Renteria’s home when he was not 

there. “(Marschinke) bothered me more than anyone I’ve ever known,” testified William Campbell who 

lived on the other side of 22nd Street and had hired Marschinske to do odd jobs around his house. “I have 

not worried at all about anything around my house since he was killed.”  

James Chase, another area resident, told the jury he and Renteria discussed the defendant’s concerns 

about Marschinke. Renteria did not testify in August. 
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