
“He was slow” Family and Neighbors Describe 

Victim
October 13th, 2010 1:08 am MT

By Brian Mori, Tucson Courts Examiner

TUESDAY:

“Retarded”, “a drug-user”, “threatening” and "a thief:” Suffice to say, Richard Rue Jr. was not popular in 

the midtown Myers neighborhood in which he grew up and died.

Judge Charles Sabalos warned he didn’t want to hear the reputations of Rue Jr., 41, or James 

Marschinke, 49, needlessly scrutinized though their neighbors’ opinions have been major factors in two 

trials about their deaths.

Daniel Montes Renteria, 27, is on trial again for manslaughter after he confessed to shooting and killing 

the men , in front of neighbors. who were known to be close friends.

Renteria claimed self-defense - that Marschinke molested his 3-year-old son and Rue Jr. threatened to kill 

him if he went to police.

An August jury refused to return verdicts in either man’s death.

No medical evidence has been presented to jurors that Rue Jr. was mentally challenged though their 

autopsies revealed both men ingested cocaine only a few hours before their deaths.   
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 “He was special (education),” Richard Rue Sr., the victim’s father, told jurors Tuesday as he did in 

August. “He was a follower, eager to have friends.”

The slightly spoken 67-year-old testified his son received a social security allowance for an unspecified 

condition that his daughter, who testified in August but not in the current trial, allotted to him daily.

Rue Sr. identified a photo taken by neighbors of the defendant’s car leaving the crime scene, his home.  

In a phone interview Oct. 3, the victim’s brother, Michael Rue, said his brother attended special education 

courses in high school and was friends with the defendant.

Michael Rue did not testify in either trial.

“I know he had a slow thought process,” said Edward Dominguez, a neighbor of over 30 years. “(As an 

adult) he’d be wandering the streets all hours of the day and night.”

Dominguez said he thought he witnessed both Rue Jr. and Marschinke engage in drug transactions from 

afar though he never saw any drugs change hands.

Dominguez’ younger brother and retired Tucson High School teacher George Dominguez, also a 

neighbor, described Rue Jr. as “slightly retarded."

“His speech was very slow, very deliberate. I knew there was some sort of deficiency,” the younger 

Dominguez said.

Both men said Rue Jr. was readily polite but there was something “unusual,” about him.

George Dominguez lived next door to Rue Jr.’s sister for several years and witnessed him interact with her 

several times a week, he said.

He described Rue as having a short temper but not violent, and almost always accompanied by 

Marschinke.

Kim Carson, another Myers resident and special education teacher, said she was generally threatened by 

Rue Jr., though they had never actually met.

“He walked around like he owned the neighborhood,” she said. “I used to describe him as a gangster 

wanna-be.”

Carson said Rue Jr. also threatened her husband.

“They would have stare-down contests to see who would look away first.”

Carson never saw Rue Jr. with drugs, weapons, or steal anything in the neighborhood.

Sabalos denied requests by Renteria’s defense attorney Natasha Wrae to show Rue Jr.’s criminal history 

of petty offenses to the jury.
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“There’s been plenty of testimony for them to consider him a thief,” Sabalos said. “It would be 

overwhelmingly prejudicial.”

Keith Nickerson, a neighbor who witnessed the shootings, testified for the prosecution he caught Rue Jr. 

stealing items from a vacant house on the street but returned them when Nickerson told him to do so. 

Crystal and Brian Gartrell, who also witnessed the shootings, said they were not afraid of Rue Jr. but 

didn't want him near their house.  

Renteria told police he did not think Rue Jr. molested his son.
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