
"The way he stood up ... he knew." Police Say 

Renteria Confession Inconsistent
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By Brian Mori, Tucson Courts Examiner

Friday: Tucson Police homicide detective Kathi Kelley spent almost five hours on the wtiness stand 

between Thursday and Friday, significantly longer than in the August mistrial of Daniel Montes Renteria, 

27, who sits again before a Pima County jury.  

Kelley was the primary investigator in the Mar. 1 shooting deaths of James Marschinke, 49 and Richard 

Rue Jr., 41.

She conducted video interviews with the defendant who confessed to shooting the men at Rue’s house.

“He gave many different explanations,” Kelley told jurors after they were shown about one-and-a-

half hours of video. “He said he was angry and threatened by (Marschinke).”

A hurdle the prosecution must overcome to convict Renteria on 2 counts of manslaughter is proving the 

victims did not act in an immediately threatening way, or in a way a reasonable person would deem so.

Renteria answered “No” in the first interview when Kelley asked if the men confronted him. “It’s just the 

way (Marschinke) stood up, you know, like he knew … not that I was going to do that, but you know, that I 

knew.”
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The defendant believed Marschinke had broken into his home and molested his 3-year-old son for several 

months, a fact the prosecution chose not to contest in both trials.

Renteria also claimed victim Richard Rue Jr., known by neighbors to be close with Marschinke, threatened 

to kill him if he went to police.

McGinley stipulated several phone calls from the victims to the defendant were made the days prior to 

their deaths.

“I didn’t go over there to talk,” Renteria told Police in the first interview and later, “I went over there to tell 

him, ‘look, here’s what’s going on.”

The defendant’s phrasing “(Marschinke) puffed up” in the second interview proved the focal point of 

arguments in August when Prosecutor Casey McGinley said the defendant was not afraid but killed the 

men in revenge.

Renteria confessed opeining fire before exiting his vehicle.

Testimony in August corroborated Renteria’s claims the men may have had access to weapons in the 

past, though they were unarmed the day they died.

Police did not look for weapons other than at the crime scene and at the defendant’s home.

Renteria first told police he didn’t call about the molestation because he didn’t want his wife, from whom 

he was separated, to find out the child was molested while in his care.

Later in the same interview he said he felt ashamed and he knew he didn’t have enough evidence against 

Marschinke to have him immediately arrested.

“(Calling police) usually just makes more problems for me,” Renteria said. “I didn’t want to come home to a 

surprise and get shot in my own home.”    

Renteria found adult underwear in his son’s room and heard someone the child later identified as 

Marschinke climb out the window late at night.

“Can police investigate a crime that’s never reported?” McGinley asked Kelley.

“No,” she responded to McGinley but said it could take anywhere from a few hours to a few days for an 

officer or detective to follow up, depending on the circumstances.

Kelley agreed with defense attorney Natasha Wrae that inconsistencies are not uncommon in interviews 

and that the defendant informed her he had drank a beer and taken the pain medication Percocet before 

turning himself in.

Outside the courthouse Kelley confirmed an investigation into the molestation claims was handled by 

another detective.
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