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“These men didn’t have to die in that moment,” prosecutor Casey McGinley began his closing arguments 

Wednesday to the jury. “If you believe only that single statement, you must convict.”

Renteria claimed self-defense to reckless manslaughter, which requires the state prove his victims did not

present an immediate threat to his life, or a third person when he opened fire.

Renteria told police that victim James Marschinke, 49, molested his three-year-old boy and as well victim 

Richard “Rick” Rue Jr., 41, threatened on the phone to kill him if he reported the molestation.

“I ask you to not focus on the photos of (the defendant and his son) but on the photos that show what this 

man did to his victims,” McGinley said at the conclusion of the trial which focused heavily on the victims’ 

reputations in the neighborhood.

The State also had to prove beyond a reasonable doubt the defendant acted recklessly, or at least 

negligently in their deaths.

When it was defense attorney Natasha Wrae’s turn to interpret the evidence to the jury, she opened a 

dictionary and read for the jury the definition of the word “righteous.”

“I say that word with conviction,” she told them. “When we protect our children, that’s a righteous act.”
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Wrae called Rue Jr. complicit in covering up the ongoing molestation and called both men “menaces” and 

“predators,” to the neighborhood and defendant.

Renteria told detectives he did not think Rue Jr. was involved in the molestation.

The victims were unarmed the day they died.

No evidence was presented to the jury to corroborate the molestation claims or that Rue Jr. verbally 

threatened the defendant.

“All of the sudden Jr.’s as guilty as (Marschinke)?” McGinley asked the jury rhetorically. “It surpasses logic 

that Rue would threaten him for something he didn’t do.”

McGinley said throughout both trials the molestation probably did occur.

Several prosecution and defense witnesses described both victims as thieves and constantly together, 

though only two spoke to the defendant before the shooting.

Neighbor Kathleen Villa testified she told Renteria she saw Marschinke on his property when he wasn’t 

home, two days after he believed Marschinke climbed through his window and molested his son.

“He was being hunted by Marschinke,” Wrae said with emotion Thursday. “The take home message was 

‘go to the police and you will die.”

The defendant knew the victims prior to the events leading up to their deaths.

He told police he hired Marschinke to do handy-work around his house and a defense witness testified 

hanging out with the three of them.

McGinley said the nearly two days that passed between the time Renteria said Rue threatened him and 

when he shot both men proved Renteria did not act in self-defense.

“Why was it immediately necessary (to shoot) in hour 43 and not in second 1?” McGinley asked the 

jurors.  “He waited and he thought about it.”

Wrae told jurors the immediate threat didn’t cease until the men were dead and that Renteria would have 

explained that if detectives had asked more open ended questions.

“Once again you have detectives dropping the ball and leaving you without information,” she said.

Police never searched the shed against which Rue’s body was discovered, where Wrae argued the 

victims probably kept their weapons.

Rue Sr. testified he was unable to locate the key in both trials.

Wrae forecasted for the jury that McGinley would argue the defendant took the law into his own hands, a 

prediction for which McGinley was readily obliged. 
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 “For 224 years we’ve all agreed we’re going to live together as a nation of laws,” he said. “If somebody 

wrongs you, you bring it here, to a courtroom, to people who don’t have a stake.”

Wrae argued that Renteria did not believe he had enough evidence to ensure Marschinke would be 

immediately arrested and feared tempting the men to commit violence.

Renteria said he heard his son giggle Marschinke’s nickname, “Red” one night right before he heard 

someone jump out his son’s first floor bedroom window.

Pictures confirmed a screen had been bent at some point.

“(Renteria) became the police. He stood in the role of the prosecution, the jury, and the judge. And yes, as 

cliché as it sounds, he stood in the role of the executioner,” McGinley said.

McGinley also argued if Renteria was truly scared he would have asked for help or would “deal with the 

problem,” the night he discovered the molestation.

Renteria told detectives he knocked on Rue’s door that same night, before taking his son to his aunt. 

Finally, McGinley attacked the defense theory that Renteria may not have been fully conscious about what 

he was doing.

“You cannot act involuntarily and at the same time know you are doing what is right, knowing you are 

doing it to protect yourself and someone else.”

Though the defendant indicated to police he had trouble remembering the event, he also said he “Ran 

down” Rue Jr. and “finished him off.”

McGinley said Renteria ditched the gun, his clothes, shoes, burned his car, and initially lied to his wife 

because he knew he was wrong.

“In his own words: ‘I knew I couldn’t get away with it,” McGinley quoted the defendant’s confession.
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