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What will Pima County do?

For a second time a Pima County Jury couldn't decide whether to send Daniel Montes Renteria to jail or 

send him home.

There were a few muddled gasps and then silence in the courtroom when the jury forewoman told 

Superior Court Judge Charles Sabalos they were deadlocked.

Renteria, 27, confessed to police he shot and killed James Marschinke, 49, and Richard Rue Jr., 41. On 

March 1. 

Three neighbors testified they watched him do it.

One even took a picture of him driving away.

Outside the courtroom, jurors who did not want to speak to the press or identify themselves told the 

defendant's family and the lawyers that a few of them simply couldn’t make heads or tails of the 

convoluted legal issues and disturbing facts in this case.

Renteria claimed self-defense after driving over to the victim’s home, a second time, to confront both 

men about his suspicions Marschinke molested his then three-year-old son.
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Michael Rue, the victim’s brother, stormed from the court room when the judge asked McGinley when a 

third trial would be possible.  

He has been emotional throughout the combined 16 days of proceedings he and his father, Richard Rue 

Sr., have attended.

Equally emotional, and just as present in the courtroom throughout, has been the defendant’s immediate 

and extended family.

Though most of them at some point have expressed sympathy for the Rues, none have decried what 

Daniel did.

“I think it means he’s innocent,” said Renteria’s wife Ashley Clarke in the lobby of the emptying 

courthouse. “I just stand behind him one-hundred percent.”

Clarke believed Renteria when he told her over the phone after the shootings, as police listened with her 

permission, that James Marschinke, A.K.A. “Red” molested their son.  

The state conceeded several times to the jury Renteria had “a reasonable belief” his son had been 

molested, but the judge told them they could not hear more.

An investigation by Tucson Police after the shooting revealed semen in the child’s bed.

Evdience of molestation was excluded on the basis of relevance, even after this jury asked the judge 

about it.

“It doesn’t take a J.D. (law degree) to know the meaning of ‘immediate’,” McGinley told them during a 

second closing argument at the jury's request. “The knife doesn’t cut both ways.”

Today’s jury, Having also heard no direct evidence that victim Rue Jr. threatened the defendant over the 

phone days before, the October jury locked heads about what to do with Daniel

Arizona’s self-defense statute requires the state to prove ‘immediate’ threats were not present if a 

defendant accused of murder claims they were.

The jury was instructed by the lawyers and the judge they could consider an “apparent immediate threat,” 

or “threatened use of unlawful physical force,” as well.

Renteria will remain in custody the rest of the weekend and presumably until the Pima County Attorney’s 

Office decides whether or not to request a third trial.

He did not testify in either trial.

ADDITIONAL LINKS:

Neighbors Who Witnessed Shooting

Medical Examiner's Testimony: Victims on Cocaine
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Inconsistencies in Defendant's Statements to Police

Defense Highlights What They Say is "Significant missing evidence"

Defendant's Reputation Vs. Victims'

Victim Rue May Have Been Retarded

Comical Character Witness
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