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By Brian Mori, Tucson Courts Examiner

“This is as far as you go,” Survivor Recalls Drug Double
Murder in Foohills

FRIDAY 10/22:

Two men were shot to death and a third wounded while riding through the northeast foothills inside a BMW
sport utility vehicle in April 2008.

Within days, detectives identified suspects in what they called a drug deal turned robbery killing.

Ismael Padilla-Contreras, 40, was one of two men Sheriffʼs detectives believed opened fire in the car.

He was indicted on two counts of first degree murder in the deaths of Roberto Enrique Martinez and Paul
Alberto Maldonado, and also on count of attempted first degree murder.

His public defender Margo Cowan told the jurors in opening statements he was held against his will during the
deal and fled the vehicle when a fourth man, not yet in custody, opened fire.

Last week, a jury heard testimony from the survivor, Orlando Ulloa, who pointed Padilla-Contreras out for jurors
as the man who shot him.

Ulloa, owner of the BMW, was shot three times in the stomach and once in the hand as he was driving south
on Swan Road north of River Road.  

“I heard (defendant) say ʻthis is as far as you go,ʼ and I remember thinking, ʻthis is really happening,” he said in
Spanish to a court interpreter. “I told him, ʻif youʼre going to do it, do it now mother (expletive)”

Ulloa testified he gave $42,000 to victim Martinez to buy cars; he believed they were going to view them when
they met with Martinez, the defendant, and a man he called “Flaco.”

“I had a feeling something was up,” he said. “But I didnʼt put two and two together until I was in the hospital.”

Police identified the defendant and Rodrigo “Flaco” Mondragon in digital photos from cell phones found in the
vehicle.

Arizona Daily Star Court Reporter Kim Smith wrote in an Oct. 24 article another man believed to have set up
the drug transaction, Obed Mondrago, pleaded guilty on drug charges.

The entire court case file has been removed from public view
until police can locate Rodrigo Mondragon, prosecutor and
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County Attorney Chris Ward said last week.  

Padilla-Contreras is being tried in Martinez's and
Maldonado's deaths because proseuctors believe he was
trying to arrange a 250 pound marijuana transaction, a felony,
at the time shooting opened fire.

The defendant was relatively calm while describing the days
leading up to, and then the minutes of the shooting.  

He became frustrated on cross examination by Cowanʼs
repeated attempts to contradict his direct testimony with
statements he made to emergency medical personnel and
police.

“If someoneʼs asking me when Iʼm at the point of dying, Iʼm not going to give a description,” he said.

Ulloa told police that he did not believe Martinez was a drug dealer but that sometimes he made jokes about
being one.

 “He said something about cars and then something about drugs, like that,” he said. “I just took it as some of
his crazy talk.”

He seemed confused several times when Cowan read back his statements to police.

There was no discernable clarification about statements Ulloa made to police about Martinez asking for an
additional $100,000 or Espinozaʼs specific involvement.

“If thatʼs whatʼs in there, than yeah, thatʼs what I said,” he repeated several times when Cowan read his
statements aloud.  

Ulloa tried to answer questions in English but was reminded he must speak through the court interpreter.

Detectives and the medical examiner testified this week. Reports will be available shortly.

Brian Mori, Tucson Courts Examiner
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