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“He’s Charming,” Defendant’s 

Girlfriends and Ex-wife Describe 

Him

Defense Attorney Paul Gattone didn’t call any witnesses to testify for his client, Robert Ergonis, 46, on 

trial for kidnapping, aggravated assault, and robbery.

However, he was not without supporters in the courtroom. 

“I was horrified when I heard,” Pamela Eaton, the defendant’s ex-wife said. “He’s huge and he’s a lot of 

talk but he was never a physically violent guy.”

Eaton and Ergonis were married for over twenty years and shared a business and homes in Tucson and 

Michigan.

Prosecutors said Ergonis was the mastermind behind the sensationalized kidnapping of Josh Conway, 

27 in 2007.

Conway's then-girlfriend, Kumari Fulbright, 28, dated Ergonis before she left him for the victim.

She was then a University of Arizona law student, legal clerk, beauty pageant queen, and model.

She asked Ergonis, who had lavished her with gifts during their relationship, to confront Conway about 

jewels she said he stole from her.

Fulbright testified reluctantly against Ergonis.

Two other accomplices pleaded guilty with her in the case.

Larry Hammond and Dave Radde testified that Ergonis was crushed when she broke up with him to date 

Conway.

Eaton said she dated the defendant since they were teenagers in school in Michigan.

“We were divorced in 2003 when Kumari came into the picture,” Eaton said with a hearty laugh. “She 

was a gold digger and he was in his mid-life crisis.”
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Carrie Morin Perry has dated the defendant since he 

spent time in jail in 2008.

Her roomate at the time met Ergnois while in detention 

with him. 

“(Ergonis) wrote a letter, we got to talking, I visited,” 

She described. “He got on the phone and said I’m 

going to change your mind.”

Perry said Ergonis encouraged her to research the 

scandalous details of the kidnapping and exhausting 3 

years of pre-trial legal proceedings.

Perry said she did, and a year passed before she 

agreed to identify as his girlfriend.

“He’s charming,” Eaton affirmed with a nod as Perry described conversations with him. “You’re the first 

decent person he’s met during this whole thing.”

Perry said she works with adult men in rehabilitation for Cope Behavioral Services of Tucson.

"I’m there to support him," Perry said outside the courtroom. “We have a relationship and that won't 

change because of this.” 

Perry said she believes Ergonis was over-charged by prosecutors because he would not take a plea deal 

as the three other accomplices did.

Another woman who dated the defendant briefly testifed for the prosecution.

Heather Cannon testified Ergonis was a passionate guy whose sentiment gets the better of him.

“The truth was told,” Perry concluded. “It’s up to the jury now.”

Perry said she’ll continue a relationship with Ergonis regardless of a verdict.

The jury recessed for lunch after being read their instructions for deliberation.

The state will begin its closing arguments this afternoon.  

Advertisement 

Page 2 of 2“He’s Charming,” Defendant’s Girlfriends and Ex-wife Describ...

5/20/2011http://www.examiner.com/courts-in-tucson/he-s-charming-defen...


