
7/8/11 4:19 AMLast Man in Kidnapping Guilty; Sues judge, prosecutors, and sheriff. - Tucson courts | Examiner.com

Page 1 of 4http://www.examiner.com/courts-in-tucson/last-man-kidnapping-guilty-sues-judge-prosecutors-and-sheriff?render=print#print

Print Close [x]

Credits: Tucson Citizen
Ergonis Mugshot By Brian Mori, Tucson Courts Examiner

Last Man in Kidnapping Guilty; Sues
judge, prosecutors, and sheriff.

Tuesday 11/9/10:

** See section: Lawsuit, defendant wants exclusive with Examiner.com **

Verdict

After two full days of deliberation, jurors returned guilty verdicts on 5 of 6 charges against Robert Ergonis in the
bizarre 2007 kidnapping and assault of Josh Conway, 27.

Ergonis, 46, was the last of four people convicted in what the national media dubbed the “Beauty Queen
Kidnapper” case, so called for the essential role of the victimʼs girlfriend, a law student and several-time
pageant winner.  

Ergonis was the only one to not take a plea deal from prosecutors after being arrested following a 10 hour
standoff with police in 2008.

“Iʼm disappointed, obviously,” said Ergonisʼs lawyer Paul Gattone after the jurors were dismissed. “But thereʼs
so many points on which to raise an appeal, Iʼm sure there will be one.”

The jury was sworn to deliberate at exactly 3:00 p.m. Thursday.

They met all day Friday and returned to court Tuesday.

During their deliberations the jurors submitted a total of three questions to Judge Michael Miller that baffled
attorneys.

First, they wanted to know if they were allowed to separate the assault charges according to the two different
addresses which the state said they occurred – the judge reminded them to do so, as they were directed in
their instructions.

Next, they wanted to know the legal definition of “immediate” (as in immediate threat) – there is none in Arizona
law.
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Thirdly, they wanted to know if there was a legal error in the different phrasing used to distinguish two separate
assault charges, one which included conspirators and another which did not – the judge told them the phrasing
was correct.   

“I donʼt understand from their questions if they are working their way through the charges or jumping around,”
Gattone told prosecutor and Assistant Arizona Attorney General Kim Ortiz Tuesday, outside the jury's
presence.   

“It makes no sense to me,” she agreed.

Less than two hours later, the 9 men and 4 women told the court they believed Ergonis, with the help of
accomplices, kidnapped Conway, threatened him with guns, transported him back and forth between two
locations, assaulted him, and robbed him.

Twenty seconds in an elevator with the flock of fact-finders revealed they were uninterested in talking with the
press but extremely interested in getting back to their lives.

“Iʼm excited to get back to work,” one of the four women said but asked not to be identified.

Brief Case Background

In 2007, Conway was a 24-year-old recent University of Arizona graduate and personal financial consultant in
Tucson.

He began dating Kumari Fulbright, then a 25-year-old UA law student, advertising model, and winner of several
national beauty pageants.  

Fulbright, who was engaged to be married to the defendant before dumping him for Conway, told jurors she
had extravagant tastes and was used to Ergonis lavishing her with jewelry and airplane trips around the world.  

 She admitted asking Ergonis to “bully” Conway into giving
back jewelry she thought he stole.

“I thought Rob would confront him,” she said on the stand.
“You know, mano-a-mano.”

Fulbright has remained in the spotlight during three years of
legal proceedings, un-equivocally blamed by both sides for
instigating the events Dec. 8 2007.  Click to see photos and
read about her audacious comments on the stand

Her physical abuse of Conway during the kidnapping, her
lack of remorse, and combatant attitude with prosecutors
throughout the trial frustrated the jurors at times and
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inspired shocked laughter from the courtroom gallery.

Conway escaped while Ergonis and co-conspirators Dave Radde and Larry Hammond were away and only
Fulbright, who was drinking heavily, held a gun on him. Click to read about Conway's account of the
dramatic abduction and escape

He was found by police shoe-less and still wearing police-issue zip ties on his hands. 

Conway was not present in the courtroom Tuesday.

Federal Lawsuit

Ergonis filtered through several attorneys according to court records and was denied his request to fire Gattone
shortly before the start of his trial.

“(Gattone) wasnʼt prepared to go ahead with the case,” Ergonis said in a phone interview Friday. “He told me
that.”

Judge Michael Miller, who presided over the trial, denied Ergonis's request to represent himself.

Ergonis filed a federal civil suit against Miller and fellow Pima County Superior Court Judge Richard Nichols,
who handled pre-trial proceedings, on grounds they denied his constitutional rights to speak for himself in
court.

He also named in the prosecutors Assistant Attorneys General Kim Ortiz and Mike Jette, as well as Pima
County Sheriff Clarence Dupnik.

Ergonis alleged in his complaint that the judges and prosecutors denied his preference of counsel as he
claimed he is guaranteed under the sixth-amendment.

He alleged Sheriff Dupnik, through his correctional officers, prevented him from communicating with an attorney
he has hired to represent him in another criminal matter as well as the Pima County Public Defenderʼs Office.

Judge Miller declined to comment Tuesday.

Ortiz, Jette, and Dupnik could not be reached by the time this article was published. 

The defendant filed a motion that he did not want to present in the courtroom when the verdict was read.

He was not.

He  will be sentenced December 13, just after the third anniversary of the kidnapping.  

An Examiner.com press interview with him is pending. 

Click to read: Girlfriend and Ex-wife say defendant is "charming"
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