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Give 'em the Ol’ Razzle Dazzle! 

Beauty Queen Tells All
November 3rd, 2010 8:13 pm MT

By Brian Mori, Tucson Courts Examiner
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Former University of Arizona law student Kumari Fulbright, 28, referred to herself on the stand as Roxie 

Hart, the villainess-turned-star in the justice-themed Broadway musical  Chicago.

Fulbright testified as part of a plea agreement with prosecutors against Robert Ergonis, 46, Wednesday, 

on trial for a 2008 kidnapping.

She admitted she arranged for her then-boyfriend, Josh Conway, to be "bullied" by Ergonis, her former 

fiance, into giving back jewelery she thought Conway stole.  

Conway was held hostage at gunpoint, beaten, and threatened for about 8 hours.

Unlike Hart, Fulbright did anything but “Razzle Dazzle” jurors with highly combative testimony.
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Several of the jurors looked frustrated as she made Assistant Arizona Attorney General Mike Jette carve 

through her prior statements to confirm uncontested facts in the case.  

She answered Jette’s foundation questions by reading verbatim legal jargon from her typed plea 

agreement.

 She argued definitions of Jette's adjectives in spoken questions, she argued police procedure, and even 

had to be cross-examined by Jette about her willingness to tell the truth in open court.

 “I plan to be the witness who says the things she agrees to say in terms of her plea agreement,” she 

answered Jette abstractly. “If it means I don’t get sentenced to 55 years then yes, I believe it’s in my best 

interest.”

Ergonis and Fulbright, both from Michigan, were engaged to be married before Fulbright dated the victim 

Josh Conway.

“Mr. Ergonis was trying to mitigate and temper everything the entire night.” Fulbright told jurors. “He was 

trying to calm me down. I was the one who was angry.”

Conway, who was not presenet in the courtroom Wednesday, testified Ergonis and Radde attacked him in 

Fulbright’s apartment as she showered.

He said Ergonis was the leader, Radde the muscle, and Hammond pointed a gun at him but 

didn’t physically harm him.

He said all three transported him at gunpoint between Fulbright’s apartment and a house later identified as 

owned by Ergonis.

While wearing police-issue zip ties on his writsts, he was later moved back to Fulbright’s from where he 

eventually escaped. 

The beauty queen said she never saw the defendant touch the victim while he was in her house nor did 

she see him hold either of the two guns police believe were used in the case.

 “I was not keeping track of the placement of weapons,” she said. “I was in a state of betrayal, anger, 

pain.”

She laughed when Jette asked her about specific statements Conway said the Ergonis made.

“I never heard him say anything about not shooting Josh above the waist,” Fulbright snickered. “I mean, 

that’s kind of dramatic.”

Conway escaped during a brief period when only he and Fulbright were in her apartment.

He told jurors she was holding the gun when he freed himself from his restraints and took his own gun 

from her hands.

Fulbright seemed resentful when she described Conway tricking her into coming within arm’s reach.
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Conway escaped to neighbors who called the police.

Tucson Criminal defense attorneys Tom Hartzell and Michael Storie represented Fulbright during different 

phases of her criminal case. 

They testified they arranged for police to collect one of the guns, a sig sauer semi-automatic used in the 

kidnapping, which officers missed while searching Fulbright’s apartment that night.

Fulbright denied hiding a second gun in the toilet tank of her apartment.

The gun was still wet when Hartzell turned it into Tucson police in a plastic bag. 

“The truth, that’s one thing we’re both after,” Jette responded to one of Fulbright’s snarky remarks.

Click to continue to part 3: Beauty queen makes outlandish comments, says jewels and money were her 

motive.
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