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By Brian Mori, Tucson Courts Examiner

A Tucson woman will complete a mandatory year in jail after pleading guilty to transporting over two 

pounds of marijuana with intent to sell.

Charlene Denys Suarez told Pima County Superior Court Judge Howard Fell Tuesday, “I apologize to the 

court and the state of Arizona,” to which the judge responded “Just be good.”

Suarez was arrested by Pima County Sheriff’s deputies in May 2009 with another man, Eduardo Padilla 

Westrope.

Originally determined incompetent to stand trial, court documents revealed Suarez completed the Pima 

County Return to Competency program before agreeing to the plea deal.

Court documents also reflected prosecutors dropped a larger felony charge claiming Suarez was found 

with over 4 pounds of marijuana.

Suarez’s attorney, Mark Ulmer, petitioned the judge to allow her to complete the sentence on work release 

but Fell denied the request.

Instead he ordered the 142 days Suarez has already spent in jail as time served; she should be released 

sometime in May after being moved to a minimum security facility.
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“This is good news,” Ulmer told the family outside the courtroom. “It’s a significant improvement over the 

present situation.”

Suarez will be monitored as “seriously mentally ill,” under probation when released.  

 “She’s a great person and a good girl, she just made a mistake and got caught,” said Suarez’ mother, 

Mary Mann outside the courtroom.
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