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An active duty serviceman was sentenced Wednesday to time already served after pleading guilty to 

endangerment. Christian Soto-Perez, who’s ranking in the U.S. Army could not be established through 

court documents, was originally charged in March on one count of aggravated assault with a deadly 

weapon after he pulled his gun on a man he discovered was sleeping with his estranged wife. The 

couple were separated at the time. The victim, Michael Villalobos, told police he did not know they were 

still married. According to police reports Soto-Perez confronted him, threw him against his car, and 

pointed the gun at his face. A witness called police. Villalobos was not injured and did not want to testify 

according to Soto-Perez’s attorney, Barbara Catrillo. In her motions to Pima County Superior Court Judge 

Howard Fell, Catrillo claimed Soto-Perez was diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder following 

two tours in Iraq and had even been hospitalized at Southern Arizona Veterans Affairs Health Care Center 

in Tucson. Judge Fell ordered Soto-Perez to undergo a mental health examination but the results were not 

available in the case file as of his sentencing. Catrillo offered in her motions that an un-named friend of 

Soto-Perez was prepared to testify: “Since coming back, (Soto-Perez) has a different look in his eyes. I 

don’t recognize him.” Catrillo said Soto-Perez is still on active status as he undergoes treatment for the 

condition. “His duties have been adjusted to accommodate his mental condition,” she wrote in the motion. 
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Soto-Perez was released shortly after his arrest on bond. He was not sentenced to probation, Catrillo said 

Wednesday.
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